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MINUTES of a meeting of the COUNCIL held in the Council Chamber, Council Offices, Coalville 
on TUESDAY, 17 MAY 2016  
 
Present:  Councillor J Bridges (Chairman) 
 
Councillors R Adams, G A Allman, R Ashman, R D Bayliss, R Blunt, R Boam, R Canny, J Clarke, 
N Clarke, J Cotterill, J G Coxon, D Everitt, T Eynon, F Fenning, S Gillard, T Gillard, L Goacher, 
D Harrison, G Hoult, J Hoult, G Jones, J Legrys, S McKendrick, T J Pendleton, P Purver, 
V Richichi, N J Rushton, A C Saffell, S Sheahan, N Smith, A V Smith MBE, M Specht, 
D J Stevenson and M B Wyatt  
 
Officers:  Mr S Bambrick, Ms C E Fisher, Mr A Hunkin, Mr G Jones, Mrs M Meredith, 
Mr P Padaniya, Mrs M Phillips and Miss E Warhurst 
 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J Geary, R Johnson and K Merrie. 
 

2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 
Councillor S Sheahan declared a non pecuniary interest in item 15 – appointment of 
representatives on community bodies, as the Leicestershire County Council 
representative on the Highways Forum, Minorca Surface Mine Site Liaison Committee, 
New Albion Revised Liaison Committee and Redbank Manufacturing Liaison Committee. 
 

3. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN 
 
Councillor J Bridges said a few words regarding his year as Chairman of the Council.  He 
referred to the many events he had attended during the last year representing the people 
of the area, and the treasured memories he had gained.  He added that there were so 
many unsung heroes and the people of the area had been fantastic. He urged members 
not to underestimate the role of Chairman, as being the representative of the Council was 
a very responsible position.  He thanked the officers who had assisted him during his year 
as Chairman.  He hoped he had served the authority well, and added that he had been 
proud to do so.  He thanked his wife Annette for her support and added that she had been 
the best individual fundraiser for his charity, having completed a 54 mile cycle ride from 
London to Brighton, raising over £1,200.  He thanked the many people who had 
contributed towards his charity and had attended events.  He paid tribute to Mick 
McCreath, who raised money for the Chairman every year and  announced that the total 
amount raised so far for the Alzheimers Society was £6,691. Councillor J Bridges 
concluded that this authority was a very good authority and was something to be proud of.  
He thanked the Deputy Chairman and his wife Linda for their help and support over the 
last year.   
 
Councillor J Bridges presented his Consort with a bouquet of flowers along with a 
personal gift as a small token of his appreciation. 
 
Councillor R Blunt thanked Councillor J Bridges for representing the Council during his 
year in office.  He added that Councillor J Bridges had been a firm and fair Chairman, had 
done an outstanding job connecting with people and had been a credit to the Council.  
 
Nominations were then sought for the Chairman for the ensuing municipal year. 
 
It was moved by Councillor R Blunt that Councillor J Cotterill be appointed as Chairman of 
the Council for 2016/17. 
 
The motion was seconded by Councillor A V Smith. 
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Upon being put to the vote it was 
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
 
Councillor J Cotterill be appointed Chairman of the Council for 2016/17. 
 
Councillor J Cotterill then took the Chair and the retiring Chairman invested him with the 
Chain of Office.  The Chairman signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
 
The Chairman invested his Lady with her Chain of Office. 
 
The Chairman presented Councillor J Bridges with his past Chairman's badge and 
proposed a vote of thanks to the retiring Chairman. 
 

4. APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY CHAIRMAN 
 
It was moved by Councillor R Blunt, seconded by Councillor A V Smith and 
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
 
Councillor V Richichi be appointed as Deputy Chairman of the Council for 2016/17. 
 
The Chairman invested Councillor V Richichi with the Chain of Office.  The Deputy 
Chairman signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
 
Councillor V Richichi thanked members for appointing him as Deputy Chairman, and felt it 
was a great privilege.  He hoped to support the Chairman over the coming year. 
 

5. APPOINTMENT OF LEADER 
 
It was moved by Councillor T Gillard, seconded by Councillor N J Rushton and  
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
 
Councillor R Blunt be appointed as the Leader of the Council for 2016/17. 
 
Councillor R Blunt thanked members for electing him as Leader of the Council.  He added 
that this was a great honour which he took very seriously and acknowledged the 
challenges ahead. 
 

6. CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The Chairman stated that he was looking forward to the coming year.  He announced his 
chosen charities, which were LOROS and the Air Ambulance.  He added that he had 
chosen LOROS as this was a local charity.  He explained that the Air Ambulance was not 
publicly funded and relied solely on donations and that he  hoped members would help 
him support his chosen charities in the forthcoming year. 
 
The Chairman presented Councillors J G Coxon and N Smith with a certificate of long 
service, each having completed 21 years as serving members of the Council.   
 
Councillor J G Coxon stated that it gave him great pride to win an election and to be 
elected as a Councillor.  He added that he stood for the town where he was born, and he 
hoped he had made a bit of a difference in the past 21 years.  He stated that he was 
proud to receive this award.  
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Councillor N Smith thanked his wife and fellow colleagues for their help and support over 
the years. 
 
The Chairman expressed congratulations to Leicester City Football Club on becoming 
champions of the premier league against the odds.  He added that their achievement had 
brought a great sense of pride and community spirit to our county. 
 
The Chairman also expressed congratulations to Coalville Town FC who had won their 
promotion playoffs with resounding confidence to secure their place in the Evo-Stik 
Northern Premier League – Premier Division. 
 

7. LEADER'S AND PORTFOLIO HOLDERS' ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The Leader of the Council, Councillor R Blunt announced the appointments and 
delegations of executive functions for the forthcoming municipal year as follows: 
  
Deputy Leader and Community Services Portfolio Holder - Councillor Alison Smith  
 
Housing Portfolio Holder - Councillor Roger Bayliss 
  
Regeneration and Planning Portfolio Holder - Councillor Trevor Pendleton 
  
Corporate Portfolio Holder - Councillor Nick Rushton 
  
Business Portfolio Holder - Councillor Tony Gillard 
  
As in previous years the Executive responsibilities are to be delegated to the Cabinet to 
take decisions collectively. 
 
Councillor R Blunt referred to the Coalville Project and outlined progress made to date.  
He explained that the management team had now been expanded to provide additional 
capacity for the Coalville project, and the appropriate money had been allocated within the 
budget to make a difference in Coalville.  He added that work had started on connecting 
with focus groups, Councillors, and also with small businesses, interest groups and 
volunteer groups.  He stated that it had to be accepted that the Council could not solve all 
of Coalville’s problems by itself, and the hearts and minds of those with interest in 
Coalville had to be engaged.  He reiterated the importance of talking to businesses with 
an interest in Coalville.  He hoped that some meaningful progress would be made over the 
coming year in reversing 100 years of decline. 
 
Councillor T Gillard referred to the £500,000 grant scheme launched in April 2015 to 
support economic growth in the district.  He added that Enterprising North West 
Leicestershire was a truly unique grant fund, providing grants to small and medium sized 
businesses based in or relocating to the district.  He commented that no other council 
offered a similar scheme.  He advised that grants between £5,000 and £25,000 had been 
given to businesses across the district from various industries.  He listed some of the 
businesses which had benefitted from the scheme and advised that to date, £203,568 had 
been awarded to 13 businesses, creating a total of 41 jobs.  He added that these grants 
had attracted £1.25 million in private sector investment.  He concluded that this was a 
unique and highly successful programme and because of its success, consideration was 
being given to investing in a similar scheme in the future.  He commented that supporting 
local growth and business was fundamental to the future of this district and was worth 
investing in.  
 
Councillor S McKendrick thanked Councillor J Bridges for his work as Chairman of the 
Council over the last year, and welcomed Councillor J Cotterill as the incoming Chairman.  
She announced the Shadow Cabinet as follows: 
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 Leader – Councillor S McKendrick 
 Housing - Councillor R Adams 
Community Services – Councillor N Clarke 
Community Services Support – Councillor D Everitt 
Business – Councillor S Sheahan 
Coalville Project Lead – J Geary 
Deputy Leader and Regeneration and Planning - Councillor J Legrys 
Corporate – Councillor F Fenning 
Scrutiny Lead – Councillor J Geary 
 
Councillor S McKendrick stated that the role of the opposition was to ensure that the work 
of the Council was scrutinised, and she felt that the new role of Scrutiny Lead would 
enable a fuller understanding of the decisions made by the Council and would ensure 
transparency. 
  
Councillor S Sheahan felt it was important to use grants to encourage businesses with 
good employment practices and that provided skills training for their employees and 
promote business innovation.  He hoped that the Council would support a diversifying and 
growing economy that broke away from a low skilled, low wage economy. 
 
Councillor J Legrys welcomed the update on the Coalville Project and the proactive work 
that was being undertaken. However he stated that in the past year, £4.5 million of income 
generated by the Snibston Museum had disappeared and the site had been cleared.  He 
added that promises were made that the collections would be retained and he stated that 
he would hold the Administration’s feet to the fire to ensure that this issue did not go away 
and that the precious exhibits remained open to future generations.  
 
Councillor M Specht made reference to the former semi derelict state of Coalville and 
asked members to bear in mind that the Administration were doing an excellent job and 
this was clearly visible in the town. 
 

8. QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION 
 
There were no questions received. 
 

9. QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS 
 
There were no questions received. 
 

10. MOTIONS 
 
No motions were received. 
 

11. PETITIONS 
 
The Chairman invited Mrs D Lacey to present her petition. 
 
Mrs D Lacey addressed the meeting and stated that she had been asked to attend the 
meeting to represent the views of many residents who lived in the Coalville area.  She 
asked members to reconsider their decision and to open the toilets on the market place.  
She added that it was the opinion of the residents that following the increase in Sunday 
trading, which had also led to an increased number of visitors to the town, the importance 
of providing basic facilities had been overlooked and had not been given due 
consideration.  She commented that it was difficult to rationalise why the toilets had been 
closed if the Council wished to support increased visitor numbers.  She added that the 
elderly, small children and pregnant women would need to utilise such facilities, including 
on Sundays, and not everyone would want to visit a coffee shop to use the toilets.  She 
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respectfully requested that the Council reconsider its decision to close the toilets, and felt 
that consideration should also be given to upgrading the current facilities, such as 
installing a safety rail.   
 
It was moved by Councillor D J Stevenson, seconded by Councillor J Legrys and  
 
RESOLVED THAT:  
 
The subject matter of the petition be placed on the next convenient meeting of Cabinet. 
 

12. MINUTES 
 
Consideration was given to the minutes of the meeting held on 22 March 2016. 
 
It was moved by Councillor J G Coxon, seconded by Councillor T Gillard and 
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 22 March 2016 be approved and signed by the 
Chairman as a correct record. 
 

13. APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES AND GROUPS, ELECTION OF CHAIRMEN AND 
DEPUTY CHAIRMEN 
 
It was moved by Councillor T Gillard, seconded by Councillor N J Rushton and 
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
 
a)  The appointments to the Committees and Groups as set out in the additional papers 
 be agreed. 
 
b)  The Chairmen and Deputy Chairmen of the Committees and Groups as set out in 
 the additional papers be agreed. 
 

14. APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES ON COMMUNITY BODIES 
 
The Chairman referred members to the nominations as set out in the additional papers. 
 
Councillor A C Saffell expressed disappointment that the East Midlands Distribution Park 
Liaison Committee had been disbanded and commented that this was not due to lack of 
attendance of the representatives.  He hoped that this body could be regenerated. 
 
Councillor N Clarke expressed disappointment that as Greenhill ward member, he was not 
able to be a representative on the Bardon Hill Quarry Liaison Committee.  
 
It was moved by Councillor T Gillard, seconded by Councillor D Everitt and 
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
 
Representatives be appointed to serve on the community bodies as set out in the 
additional papers. 
 

15. SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 
 
The Chairman referred members to the nominations as set out in the additional papers.   
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Councillor J Legrys requested that more notice and a fuller explanation be provided when 
meeting dates were revised.  
 
Councillor A C Saffell expressed his dissatisfaction about the meeting which had been set 
on the last Thursday in February, as this always clashed with meetings of the parish 
councils. 
 
Councillor N J Rushton advised that the meeting referred to by Councillor A C Saffell was 
the budget and Council Tax setting meeting and had to take place following Leicestershire 
County Council’s meeting.  He added that officers sought to provide ample notice of any 
changes to meeting dates.  
It was moved by Councillor N J Rushton, seconded by Councillor J Cotterill and  
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
 
a)  The proposed schedule of meetings for 2016/17 be agreed. 
 
b) The future schedule of Council and Cabinet meetings for 2017/18 to 2018/19 
 be noted. 
 

16. MEMBER CONDUCT ANNUAL REPORT 2015/16 
 
Councillor N J Rushton presented the report to members. 
 
It was moved by Councillor N J Rushton, seconded by Councillor J Cotterill and  
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
 
The member conduct annual report 2015/16 be received and noted. 
 

17. APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT PERSONS 
 
Councillor N J Rushton presented the report to members. 
 
It was moved by Councillor N J Rushton, seconded by Councillor T Gillard and  
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
 
The following independent persons be appointed until Annual Council in May 2019: 
 
Michael Pearson 
Mark Shaw 
Christine Howell 
Gordon Grimes 
Richard Gough 
Rob Wade 
 

The meeting commenced at 6.30 pm 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.31 pm 
 

 


